78            CAUSES  OF  THE  NIPAL  WAR.

Gourukpoor, the disputes on the Sarun frontier
were fast coming to the same issue. The Marquess
of Hastings, on first hearing of the conduct of the
Nipalese Commissioners, ordered the permanent
annexation to the British territories of the twenty-
two villages, and the other disputed tracts of that
frontier; and he sent a force of a few companies,
which remained in the Turaee during the rains, to
secure this quarter. The formal declaration of
war was purposely delayed till the close of the
rains, in order to allow time for persons engaged
in trade with Nip&l to withdraw their capital,
as well as to give the Nipalese the opportunity
of disavowing the act of Munraj, and punishing
the perpetrators, if so inclined, They showed no
disposition to do so; bujt, on the contrary, made the
most active military preparations along ths. whole
extent of their frontier. The declaration of war
was accordingly at length issued by his Lordship
from Lukhnou, on the 1st November, 1814,

The aggressions on the Sarun and Gourukpoor
frontiers are the only ones that have been related
at length, and were doubtless the most important;
but there were innumerable others equally twwar-
ranted, along the whole Turaee* The magistrate
of Tirhoot reported, that between 1787 and 1813
upwardsof two hundred villages had been seissed on *
, one or other unjustifiable pretext. On the Purneah
frontier, the Goorkha governor of Morung had,